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Song Dynasty
The Song dynasty was a ruling dynasty in china. This dynasty lasted for 300 years since it began in 960 and it ended in 1279. Emperor Taizu of Song founded the Song dynasty after his usurpation of the Later Zhou (Hua-rui, 2010). The capital for Song dynasty was the city of Bianjing. The Song dynasty was divided into two periods which include Northern and Southern Song. It is considered that the Song period was the most peaceful and prosperous era in china. The Song dynasty was an era in which there was a weakness in the Chinese government. On one side, the Song dynasty was geographically located on the seashore and surrounded by several mountains on the other (Hua-rui, 2010). The Song dynasty controlled the eastern part of China.
The Song dynasty was characterized by political and legal reforms and revival of Confucianism. After the Chinese government displayed weakness, the Song dynasty extended to other regions of earlier Chinese empires. The government was a monarchy and ruled by emperor Taizu (Veeck et al, 2011).  The political variation in the government of the Song dynasty was the balancing of power between prime ministers and emperors and balancing of power between central governments and local governments. Emperor Taizu designed a state government called as Two-departments and three-bureau systems. These were made to replace Tang dynasty’s system to decentralize the power of the prime minister. Song’s dynastic legal codification of laws played different roles in the civil law tradition. The codified laws were meant to strengthen the centralization of Song’s dynasty when the emperor was weak. The laws led to the centralization of political rights needed by emperor Taizu to rule the government (Veeck et al, 2011). 
The Song dynasty interacted with other empires in China and India. Their interactions were mostly facilitated by trade (Chen et al, 2012). The Song established markets along their border, therefore, encouraging trade. Several goods that flowed north included tea, copper, printed books, silk, and paper. The people of the Song dynasty published books and sent ships to India (Chen et al, 2012).  The trade activities took place intending to increase commerce and development in the region.
The Song dynasty was caught in feuds and war battles which led to the magnetic attraction of civilization that were represented by the Song people and feudalism. The barbarians in China ended up integrating during conflicts with the Song people (Veeck et al, 2011). The Song dynasty was helped by the Mongols to conquer Jin and later turned against them. Emperor Taizu used his centralized government to conquer other empires through military power and revolutionary usage of gunpowder (Veeck et al, 2011). 
The Song dynasty sustained itself economically mainly through agriculture. The farmers of the Song dynasty developed intensive agriculture which led to surplus food for trade (Yifeng, 2012). The main change in the economic sphere of the Song dynasty increased trade with other empires. Trade led to commercial centres which rose, and new cities led to the demand for luxuries such as silver, silk, and gold. During the trade, paper currency was used hence sustain the economy of the Song’s dynasty. The trading pattern for Song dynasty was stimulated by the payments made by the Song to the northern neighbours (Yifeng, 2012). The Beijing camels brought about ware far beyond the borders of China. The Song government sent trade missions to countries in Southeast Asia to facilitate trade with China. Chinese ships were seen all over the Indian Ocean and started to displace Arabs and Indian merchants in South Seas.
The social structure of the Song dynasty was well organized and classified into two categories which included the gentry and peasants. The gentry’s social class was considered to be the landowners and were educated and were taught about their cultural beliefs (Chao, 2013). The peasants were ranked lower in the Song dynasty. Peasants consisted of low-income families. Not everyone was a citizen in the Song dynasty due to the movement of traders from other regions into the Song dynasty. There was the assimilation of people from different ethnic backgrounds; hence, not everyone was from the Song dynasty. The role of religion in the Song dynasty is that it led to philosophical concepts and the rise of artistic cultures which created a lasting impact on china’s society (Chao, 2013). Buddhism was the most popular form of religion in Song dynasty. Buddhism led to the emergence of social and economic centers.
In summation, it is apparent that the Song dynasty is famous for its political, social, and economic accomplishments which were due to the adopted policies after the establishment of the Song dynasty (He & Zhang 2012). The primary foundation for the development of economic activities in Song dynasty was agriculture. Song dynasty was a brilliant era in the history of imperial Chinese. The Song dynasty era led to economic and social change that ended up shaping the political and intellectual landscape and climate of china in the 20th century (He & Zhang 2012). The Song dynasty has proven that a robust economy can be relevant to a region just like a powerful military.
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